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BOOK REVIEW
WRITING IN LAW PRACTICE, by Frank E. Cooper, Bobbs-Merrill,
Indianapolis, 1963, xix + 527 pages. Price: $10.00.
Professor Cooper's latest composite course in legal draftsmanship' is a
revision of the earlier volume, Effective Legal Writing, dealing with the
drafting of contracts, statutes, wills, opinions and briefs, with substantial
enlargement of the chapter on "Selecting and Stating the Issue." The impetus
of this 1963 edition is the author's conviction that "young lawyers of today
are not prepared to predict the reaction that a court will exhibit to a possible
line of argument."
Effective Legal Writing was assailed under various banners and in
varying degrees (somewhat akin to the practice of attacking a competitor
for a new and progressive product), with the controversy ranging from
criticism of the author's consistent emphasis upon substantive law to excessive emphasis upon language and English writing, accompanied by the
usual digression into the duty of law schools to rectify the writing of its
students. 2 One review of the first edition concluded that the book was
designed primarily for lawyers 3 and not law students, which, if correct, may
well attach to the second, as the author has expanded the substantive law
approach to the art of legal writing. This reviewer would support the author's
approach as the best yet devised, as an intelligent reading of the text and
numerous drafting attempts based on law problems will render a more solid
discipline in English and drafting. For a course in legal writing, the work
presents an excellent outline of areas to be mastered prior to the test of briefwriting in a school curriculum.
Few legal writing handbooks are written in as agreeable a manner.
Learning by osmosis, the student's ardent ally, becomes a possibility when
substantive examples are presented in fine style. Short of actually working
out each drafting assignment, the student can acquire technical knowledge
to offset his inexperience. As a pragmatic authority on legal writing it is
to be commended for its primary design in aiding the law student, and for
1. Professor Cooper conducts the course in legal drafting at the University of
Michigan Law School.
2. Beairs, Book Review, 34 B.U.L. REV. 404 (1954).
3. "Drafting reveals itself not as an isolated skill, but as analysis, fact discrimination, and judgment. The questions which the course in drafting purports to answer
are the questions to which the entire law school curriculum is devoted .

draftsman is the poor lawyer
ED. 109, 110 (1954).
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the many suggestions intended to improve the art of draftsmanship as
practiced by attorneys.
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